
York International Assessment Policy 2018-2019 

 

At York, we believe  

● “Authentic tasks increase student motivation to learn”- Stipek (2002)  

● “Students’ beliefs about real-world significance of what they are learning were a strong predictor 

of their interest and enjoyment of math class.” - Mitchell (1993)  

● “Students give highest interest ratings to classes that make them think hard and require them to 

participate actively in thinking and learning.”- Newmann (1992)  

● They used to have all A’s, now they are at a 6. “That’s ok, They have room to grow” 

● Assessments are a measurement of quantifiable student progress which drives instruction and 

learning.  

 

York International believes that assessment is integral to planning, teaching and learning in all content 

areas. Teachers at York International use frequent, varied and intentional assessment to ensure that our 

students are becoming independent thinkers who have the knowledge, skills and desire to be reflective, 

lifelong learners in a global community. 

 

 

I. Infinite Campus will translate the sum of the trend scores into grades only based on trended 

summative assessments, all graded classes should use the YORK_IB grade scale.  

A. Grades are recorded in Infinite Campus. There should be a category for each Criterion, 

each trend, and “learning activities” (which could also include the formative assessment 

scores that are not included in the grade calculation). Only the trend categories will be 

calculated to assess the grade using the following scale.  

B. All gradebooks will be in the same order to provide consistency to parents/ students/ 

and administrators 

II. Assessments should be tied to the statement of inquiry and each criterion should be assessed 

in each unit. 

A. As much as possible, assessment should be spaced throughout the semester and 

somewhat cumulative in nature (building throughout the semester)  

III. Students should have ample opportunities to show their mastery of each of the criterion, at 

least twice each semester (3 or more would be optimal). Using diverse forms of assessments 

allow students more opportunities to demonstrate proficiency in the criteria.  

IV. Students should have a two week window to turn in late work on retake assessments  

V. Teachers will use Task-specific rubrics to evaluate all assessments, it is useful to have the 

students fill in the column for task specific descriptors. Assessment must be of sufficient 

rigor to be measured on rubrics.  

A. Grading must be limited to the indicators present on the rubric 

B. Indicators that are missing from the rubric should not be included in the grade. 

C. 0s rarely if ever assigned for assessments that are turned in. Minimum score is a 1 when a 

student makes a reasonable attempt. 

VI. Formative assessment should be used daily in the form of exit tickets (or something similar). 

These should not be included in grade calculations. Formative Assessment and learning activities 

should be included in the gradebook under a “Learning Activities” Category 



VII. When academic dishonesty occurs, students are not punished academically and are still held 

accountable for the learning and assessment. 

A. Student expected to complete a secondary assignment holding them accountable for the 

same learning. This assignment is worth a full 8 points and is aligned to the same 

expectations and level of rigor as the original assignment. This work will be equally 

meaningful and rigorous. 

B. Student will meet with the teacher and administrator to repair trust. 

C. Student may appeal the consequences of the academic dishonesty. 

D. Non-academic consequences may be applied by administrator. 

E. Parents are contacted by teacher and administration is alerted within 1 day 

VIII. When deadline is missed, teacher works with student to establish a plan to support the student in 

completing the assessment: 

A. Teacher seeks to understand why assessment deadline was missed 

B. Mandatory lunch bunch, YES Lab, office hours 

C. Put plan in IC- Teacher calls home within 1 week 

D. Students have a 2 week window to complete missed assessment 

E. Assessment is scored with an M in IC and trended as a 0 

F. Assessment turned in late will be assessed in the same manner as on-time work. Students 

will not be punished academically for late work. 

IX. Report in-progress grades that are not passing as incomplete not failures. 

A. Send supportive, non-judgmental message that learning and mastery is still expected of 

the student 

B. Minimize language of failure 

C. Maximize language of growth, support, ‘not yet’ 

D. Change to Fs at or before end of semester 

X. Posted grades only based on trended summative assessments In chronological order 

A. Formative assessments not graded but still tracked in the gradebook 

B. Behavior, attendance, and participation are never a factor in grading. Grade adjustments 

are not a classroom management strategy 

XI.  11th and 12th grade classes should be as similar as possible. 

 

  



Appendix A: 

 

Appendix B: 

 

Appendix C: How we write assessments (at least 2 per semester) 

GRASPS- Wiggins and McTighe (2005) 

Goal- Statement of Inquiry 

Role- You are 

Audience- Your Audience is  

Situation- The situation you find yourself in is  

Product- The product or performance that you will create is (What they will do) 

Standards for success- your work will be measured by  

(How will you know you met the expectation)  

 

Appendix D: Example  

You are an artist and the mathematics museum (http://momath.org/) has created a contest for a geometric 

mural. They want the mural to allow visitors to create geometric proofs about polygons and congruence. 

Your mural will need to have triangles and other polygons that can be shown to be congruent through 

transformations and other geometric theorems. The mural design should include symbols for congruence, 

perpendicularity, and parallelism as appropriate. The mural exhibit will also need to include questions for 

visitors to answer and information placards with answers and proofs for each question. For example, why 

are the green and red triangles congruent? 

Appendix E: Task Specific Rubric 



 
  



Appendix F: Criterion for each subject group 

 


